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Fruit That Lasts 
Genesis 1:26–28 (NLT)  
Then God said, “Let us make human beings in our image, to be like us. They will reign 
over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, the livestock, all the wild animals on the 
earth, and the small animals that scurry along the ground.” So God created human 
beings in his own image. In the image of God he created them; male and female he 
created them. Then God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and multiply. Fill the earth 
and govern it. Reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, and all the animals 
that scurry along the ground.”  

Genesis 1:28 (NLT)  
Then God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and multiply. Fill the earth and govern it. 
Reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, and all the animals that scurry along 
the ground.”  

Matthew 28:19–20 (NLT)  
Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all the 
commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end 
of the age.  

John 15:16 (NLT)  

You didn’t choose me. I chose you. I appointed you to go and produce lasting fruit, so 
that the Father will give you whatever you ask for, using my name. 

Mark 6:30–44 (NLT) 

The apostles returned to Jesus from their ministry tour and told him all they had done 
and taught. Then Jesus said, “Let’s go off by ourselves to a quiet place and rest awhile.” 
He said this because there were so many people coming and going that Jesus and his 
apostles didn’t even have time to eat. So they left by boat for a quiet place, where they 
could be alone. But many people recognized them and saw them leaving, and people 
from many towns ran ahead along the shore and got there ahead of them. Jesus saw 
the huge crowd as he stepped from the boat, and he had compassion on them because 
they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things. Late 
in the afternoon his disciples came to him and said, “This is a remote place, and it’s 
already getting late. Send the crowds away so they can go to the nearby farms and 
villages and buy something to eat.” But Jesus said, “You feed them.” “With what?” they 
asked. “We’d have to work for months to earn enough money to buy food for all these 



people!” “How much bread do you have?” he asked. “Go and find out.”  
They came back and reported, “We have five loaves of bread and two fish.” Then Jesus 
told the disciples to have the people sit down in groups on the green grass. So they sat 
down in groups of fifty or a hundred. Jesus took the five loaves and two fish, looked up 
toward heaven, and blessed them. Then, breaking the loaves into pieces, he kept giving 
the bread to the disciples so they could distribute it to the people. He also divided the 
fish for everyone to share. They all ate as much as they wanted, and afterward, the 
disciples picked up twelve baskets of leftover bread and fish. A total of 5,000 men and 
their families were fed. 

John 4:34 (NLT)  
Then Jesus explained: “My nourishment comes from doing the will of God, who sent 
me, and from finishing his work.” 

Philippians 2:1–5 (NLT) 
 Is there any encouragement from belonging to Christ? Any comfort from his love? Any 
fellowship together in the Spirit? Are your hearts tender and compassionate? Then make 
me truly happy by agreeing wholeheartedly with each other, loving one another, and 
working together with one mind and purpose. Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. 
Be humble, thinking of others as better than yourselves. Don’t look out only for your own 
interests, but take an interest in others, too. You must have the same attitude that Christ 
Jesus had… 
 

1. Fruit is multiplied and the kingdom of God is expanded as we follow Jesus by 
serving, loving, and prioritizing people.  

Mark 6:35–38 (NLT)  
Late in the afternoon his disciples came to him and said, “This is a remote place, and 
it’s already getting late.  Send the crowds away so they can go to the nearby farms and 
villages and buy something to eat.” But Jesus said, “You feed them.“ With what?” they 
asked. “We’d have to work for months to earn enough money to buy food for all these 
people!” 

“How much bread do you have?” he asked. “Go and find out.”  
They came back and reported, “We have five loaves of bread and two fish.”  

John 15:9–17 (NLT)  
 I have loved you even as the Father has loved me. Remain in my love. When you obey 
my commandments, you remain in my love, just as I obey my Father’s commandments 
and remain in his love. I have told you these things so that you will be filled with my joy. 
Yes, your joy will overflow! This is my commandment: Love each other in the same way 
I have loved you. There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 
You are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you slaves, because a 
master doesn’t confide in his slaves. Now you are my friends, since I have told you 
everything the Father told me. You didn’t choose me. I chose you. I appointed you to go 



and produce lasting fruit, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask for, using my 
name. This is my command: Love each other.  

2. Fruit is multiplied and the Kingdom of God is expanded as we testify about 
what God has done in us and share our lives with others. 

Mark 6:39–44 (NLT) 
Then Jesus told the disciples to have the people sit down in groups on the green grass. 
So they sat down in groups of fifty or a hundred. Jesus took the five loaves and two fish, 
looked up toward heaven, and blessed them. Then, breaking the loaves into pieces, he 
kept giving the bread to the disciples so they could distribute it to the people. He also 
divided the fish for everyone to share. They all ate as much as they wanted, and 
afterward, the disciples picked up twelve baskets of leftover bread and fish. A total of 
5,000 men and their families were fed. 

3. Fruit is multiplied and the Kingdom of God is expanded as our lives point 
people to Jesus.  

 

 


