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New Creations in Christ

Romans 5:6-11 (NLT)

When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and died for us
sinners. Now, most people would not be willing to die for an upright person, though
someone might perhaps be willing to die for a person who is especially good. But God
showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners.
And since we have been made right in God’s sight by the blood of Christ, he will
certainly save us from God’s condemnation. For since our friendship with God was
restored by the death of his Son while we were still his enemies, we will certainly be
saved through the life of his Son. So now we can rejoice in our wonderful new
relationship with God because our Lord Jesus Christ has made us friends of God.

Romans 3:27-28 (NLT)

Can we boast, then, that we have done anything to be accepted by God? No, because
our acquittal is not based on obeying the law. It is based on faith. So we are made
right with God through faith and not by obeying the law.

Romans 5:11 (NLT)
So now we can rejoice [boast] in our wonderful new relationship with God because our
Lord Jesus Christ has made us friends of God.

1. This is the essence of the Good News — through our faith in Christ, our
friendship with God has been restored!

Romans 5:12-14 (NLT)

When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam’s sin brought death, so death spread
to everyone, for everyone sinned. Yes, people sinned even before the law was given.
But it was not counted as sin because there was not yet any law to break. Still,
everyone died—from the time of Adam to the time of Moses—even those who did not
disobey an explicit commandment of God, as Adam did. Now Adam is a symbol, a
representation of Christ, who was yet to come.



Genesis 3:1-7 (NLT)

The serpent was the shrewdest of all the wild animals the Lord God had made. One
day, he asked the woman, “Did God really say you must not eat the fruit from any of
the trees in the garden?”

“Of course, we may eat fruit from the trees in the garden,” the woman replied.“It’s only
the fruit from the tree in the middle of the garden that we are not allowed to eat. God
said, ‘You must not eat it or even touch it; if you do, you will die.” ”

“You won't die!” the serpent replied to the woman. “God knows that your eyes will be
opened as soon as you eat it, and you will be like God, knowing both good and evil.”
The woman was convinced. She saw that the tree was beautiful and its fruit looked
delicious, and she wanted the wisdom it would give her. So she took some of the fruit
and ate it. Then she gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it, too.
At that moment, their eyes were opened, and they suddenly felt shame at their
nakedness. So they sewed fig leaves together to cover themselves.

Romans 5:15-18 (NLT)

But there is a great difference between Adam’s sin and God’s gracious gift. For the sin
of this one man, Adam, brought death to many. But even greater is God’s wonderful
grace and his gift of forgiveness to many through this other man, Jesus Christ. And the
result of God’s gracious gift is very different from the result of that one man’s sin. For
Adam’s sin led to condemnation, but God’s free gift leads to our being made right with
God, even though we are guilty of many sins.

For the sin of this one man, Adam, caused death to rule over many. But even greater is
God’s wonderful grace and his gift of righteousness, for all who receive it will live in
triumph over sin and death through this one man, Jesus Christ. Yes, Adam’s one sin
brings condemnation for everyone, but Christ’s one act of righteousness brings a right
relationship with God and new life for everyone.

2. In Christ, we are transformed into an entirely new creation.

Romans 5:21-6:4 (NLT)

So just as sin ruled over all people and brought them to death, now God’s wonderful
grace rules instead, giving us right standing with God and resulting in eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Well then, should we keep on sinning so that God can show us more and more of his
wonderful grace? Of course not! Since we have died to sin, how can we continue to
live in it? Or have you forgotten that when we were joined with Christ Jesus in baptism,
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we joined him in his death? For we died and were buried with Christ by baptism. And
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glorious power of the Father, now we
also may live new lives.

Romans 6:3—4 (NLT)

Or have you forgotten that when we were joined with Christ Jesus in baptism, we
joined him in his death? For we died and were buried with Christ by baptism. And just
as Christ was raised from the dead by the glorious power of the Father, now we also
may live new lives.

3. Being joined with Christ means our old selfish self is dead, and the power of
God lives in us.



